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San Elijo Middle School Course Catalog 
2018 - 2019 

Language Arts/Reading 

Language Arts 6 & Reading 6 
Grade Level: 6 
Prerequisites: None 

The Grade 6 Language Arts and Reading Program is based on a Literacy Curriculum 
consisting of four Literacy Standards: Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, as well as 
Language.  

The Reading Standard includes the development of key ideas, of craft and structure, of 
the integration of knowledge and ideas, as well as a range of reading and level of text 
complexity. Students are expected to explore a variety of genre in fiction and non-fiction 
materials not limited to short stories, essays, poetry, drama, core literature selections, 
biographies, as well as student selected reading choices.  

Goals for the Writing Curriculum consists of: writing of argumentative, 
informative/explanatory, and narrative texts; using technology to produce and publish writing; 
developing research projects while actively gathering information in support of the analysis; a 
range of writing for various tasks, purposes, and audiences.  

In Speaking and Listening, students are asked to present information through self-
guided tasks/projects as well as through collaboration with others.  

Through the Language Curriculum, students demonstrate command of the conventions 
of Standard English grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. In addition, students will 
acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases. 
 
 
Language Arts 6 Honors & Reading 6 Honors 
Grade Level: 6 
Prerequisites: Above reading level in 5th grade, advanced scores in LA/Reading/Writing on 5th 
grade report card, excellent study habits, good citizenship, and teacher recommendation. 

Students are exposed to the same Standards of Reading, Writing, Speaking and 
Listening, and Language as in Language Arts & Reading 6 but with a greater emphasis on a 
higher level of discussion through verbal and written communication, higher level of critical 
thinking, and a deeper exploration of abstract concepts. 
 
 
Language Arts & Reading Achieve 3000 
Grade Level: 6 
Prerequisites: Counselor Approval Needed 

Achieve 3000 is a reading intervention program that assists struggling readers. This 
program includes small group instruction, computer software, and independent reading. We 
will also focus on other aspects of language arts, including writing, grammar, punctuation, and 
vocabulary development.  
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Language Arts 7 
Grade Level: 7 
Prerequisites: None 

English/Language Arts is based on Literacy Curriculum consisting of four Literacy 
Standards: Reading, Language/Writing, Speaking and Listening.  

The Reading Standard includes the development of key ideas, of craft and structure, of 
the integration of knowledge and ideas, as well as a range of reading genres with text 
complexity. Students are expected to explore a variety of genres in fiction and non-fiction 
materials not limited to short stories, essays, poetry, drama, core literature selections, novels, 
biographies, as well as student-selected reading choices.  

Goals for Writing/Language Curriculum consist of: argumentative, 
informative/explanatory, and narrative. Students are expected to use technology to produce 
and publish writing, as well as to research topics to support arguments. Students will also be 
expected to demonstrate command of conventions of Standard English.  

In Speaking and Listening, students will present information through self-guided 
tasks/projects as well as through collaboration with others. 
 
 
Language Arts 7 Honors 
Grade Level: 7 
Prerequisites: A or B in 6th grade Honors LA/Reading or an A in 6th grade LA/Reading and 
teacher recommendation 

Students in Honors ELA are exposed to the same Standards of Reading, 
Language/Writing, Speaking and Listening as above but with a greater emphasis on higher 
level of discussion through verbal and written communication, higher level of critical thinking, 
and deeper exploration of abstract concepts. Students in Honors are also expected to have 
higher positive work ethic, effort, and independent responsibility skills. 
 
 
Language Arts 8 
Grade Level: 8 
Prerequisites: None 

English/Language Arts is based on Literacy Curriculum consisting of four Literacy 
Standards: Reading, Language/Writing, Speaking and Listening.  

The Reading Standard includes the development of key ideas, of craft and structure, of 
the integration of knowledge and ideas, as well as a range of reading genres with text 
complexity. Students are expected to explore a variety of genres in fiction and non-fiction 
materials not limited to short stories, essays, poetry, drama, core literature selections, novels, 
biographies, as well as student-selected reading choices.  

Goals for Writing/Language Curriculum consist of: argumentative, 
informative/explanatory, and narrative. Students are expected to use technology to produce 
and publish writing, as well as to research topics to support arguments. Students will also be 
expected to demonstrate command of conventions of Standard English.  

In Speaking and Listening, students will present information through self-guided 
tasks/projects as well as through collaboration with others. 
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Language Arts 8 Honors 
Grade Level: 8 
Prerequisites: A or B in 7th grade Honors Language Arts or an A in 7th grade Language Arts and 
teacher recommendation 

Students in Honors ELA will be exposed to the same Standards of Reading, 
Language/Writing, Speaking and Listening as above but with a greater emphasis on higher 
level of discussion through verbal and written communication, higher level of critical thinking, 
and deeper exploration of abstract concepts. Students in honors also are expected to have 
higher positive work ethic, effort, and independent responsibility skills. 
 
 

History 

World History 
Grade Level: 6 
Prerequisites: None 

In World History and Geography students learn about the lives of the earliest humans, 
the development of tools, the foraging way of life, the beginnings of agriculture, and the 
emergence of civilizations in Mesopotamia, Egypt, ancient Israel, the Indus River valley, China, 
and the Mediterranean basin including Greece, and Rome. Students practice history as an 
interpretive discipline. They will be reading primary sources and secondary sources, investigate 
visual primary sources, and learn how to analyze multiple points of view, cite evidence from 
sources, and make claims based on that evidence in writing and speaking. Academic 
conversation and discourse are presented in a variety of formats.  

Students are required to build their citizenship skills by becoming involved in their 
community and completing at least six hours of community service following the department 
guidelines.  
 
Honors World History 7 
Grade Level: 7 
Prerequisites: None 

World History students will study the Medieval Period following The Fall of the Roman 
Empire. The course covers the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, and the Age of Exploration. The 
course also covers the civilizations of China, Japan, the Americas, and the Middle East. Although 
this framework covers the existing 7th grade content standards, it reorganizes the units. Each of 
the new units has investigative focus questions to guide instruction and concrete examples and 
case studies for in-depth analysis.  

The new units are: The World in 300 CE (Interconnections in Afroeurasia and Americas); 
Rome and Christendom, 300 CE to 1200 (Roman Empire, Development and Spread of 
Christianity, Medieval Europe, Sicily); Southwestern Asia, 300 to 1200; World of Islam (Persia; 
Umayyad & Abbasid Caliphates; Development and Spread of Islam; Sicily; Cairo); South Asia, 
300 to 1200 (Gupta Empire, Spread of Hinduism and Buddhism, Srivijaya); East Asia, 300 to 
1300 (China during Tang & Song, spread of Buddhism, Korea & Japan, Quanzhou); West Africa, 
900-1600 (Ghana, Mali); Americas, 300 to 1490 (Maya, Aztec, Inca); Sites of Encounter in 
Medieval World, 1200-1490 (Mongols, Majorca, Calicut); Global Convergence, 1450-1750 
(Voyages, Columbian Exchange, Trade Networks, Gunpowder Empires; Colonialism in Americas 
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& Southeast Asia, Atlantic World); Impact of Ideas, 1500-1750 (Spread of Religions; 
Reformation; Renaissance, Scientific Revolution, Enlightenment).  

Students are required to build their citizenship skills by becoming involved in and 
completing community service hours. 
 
 
Honors US History 8 
Grade Level: 8 
Prerequisites: None 

US History and Geography begins with an intensive review of the major ideas, issues, 
and events that shaped the founding of the nation. Students will view American history through 
the lens of a people who were trying—and are still trying—to fulfill the promise of the 
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. Students confront the themes of freedom, 
equality, and liberty and their changing definitions over time. US History and Geography also 
explores the geography of place, movement, and region, starting with the Atlantic Seaboard 
and then exploring American westward expansion and economic development, the Civil War 
and Reconstruction, and finally, industrialization.  

Students are required to build their citizenship skills by writing argumentative letters to 
leaders who represent them locally, at a state or national level about issues they care about 
and explore in class. Details provided by the classroom teacher. 
 
 

Mathematics 

CC Math 6 
Grade Level: 6 
Prerequisites: None 

Students focus on four critical areas of study: 1) connecting ratio and rate to whole 
number multiplication and division and using concepts of ratio and rate to solve problems; 2) 
completing understanding of division of fractions and extending the notion of number to the 
system of rational numbers, which includes negative numbers; 3) writing, interpreting, and 
using expressions, equations and inequalities; and 4) developing understanding of statistical 
thinking. Students also work towards fluency in multi-digit division and multi-digit decimal 
operations, and build on their work with area, surface area, and volume.  

 
Accelerated CC Math 6  
Grade Level: 6 
Prerequisites: District Assessments, advanced scores on math report card items, advanced 
scores on Standards of Mathematical Practice & teacher recommendation.  

Accelerated Math 6 students experience the standards with enhanced performance 
tasks and problem solving while moving at a faster pace.  
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CC Math 7 
Grade Level: 7 
Prerequisites: Completed Math 6 or Accelerated Math 6 

Students focus on four critical areas of study: 1) developing understanding of and 
applying proportional relationships, including percentages; 2) developing understanding of 
operations with rational numbers and working with expressions and linear equations; 3) solving 
problems including scale drawings and informal geometric constructions and working with 2- 
and 3-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, surface area and volume; and 4) 
drawing inferences about populations based on samples. Students also work towards fluently 
solving equations of the form 𝑝𝑥 + 𝑞 = 𝑟 and (𝑥 + 𝑞) = 𝑟 

 
Accelerated CC Math 7/8 
Grade Level: 7 
Prerequisites: Completed Math 6 or Accelerated Math 6 with an A on each semester report 
card, scoring an average of 86% on class assessments, advanced scores on district assessments 
and Standards of Mathematical Practice, and teacher recommendation. 

Accelerated Math 7/8 students will learn the standards for all of the CC Math 7 class 
plus half of the Math 8 class. The students will receive 1½ school years of math curriculum 
condensed into one school year. The class moves at a very fast pace.  

 

CC Math 8  
Grade Level: 8 
Prerequisites: Completed Math 7 or Accelerated Math 7/8  

In addition, students study portions of the following: 1) formulating and reasoning about 
expressions and equations, including modeling an association in bivariate data with a linear 
equation, and solving linear equations and systems of linear equations; 2) grasping the concept 
of a function and using functions to describe quantitative relationships; 3) analyzing 2- and 3-
dimensional space and figures using distance, angle, similarity, and congruence and 
understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem. Students also work towards fluency 
using exponents to simplify numerical expressions, finding volume of 3-dimensional figures, and 
various ways to display statistical data.  

 
Accelerated Algebra 
Grade Level: 8 
Prerequisites: Completed Accelerated Math 7/8 with an 84% or higher on each semester report 
card, must earn an 84% or higher on placement exam, and teacher recommendation.  

Accelerated Algebra students learn the standards for the remainder of the Math 8 class 
plus all of the High School Algebra class. The students will receive 1½ school years of math 
curriculum condensed into one school year. The class moves at a very fast pace.  

High School Algebra Curriculum: Students focus on four critical areas of study of 
Algebra: 1) deepen and extend understanding of linear and exponential relationships; 2) 
contrast linear and exponential relationships with each other and engage in methods for 
analyzing, solving, and using quadratic functions; 3) extend the laws of exponents to square and 
cube roots; and 4) apply linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend.   
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Sciences  

In all science classes, students will be learning and applying the California Science and 
Engineering Practices or SEPs, which are woven into and throughout all science topics:  

 Asking Questions (for science) and Defining Problems (for engineering) 
 Developing and Using Models 
 Planning and Carrying Out Investigations 
 Analyzing and Interpreting Data 
 Using Mathematics and Computational Thinking 
 Constructing Explanations (for science) and Designing Solutions (for engineering) 
 Engaging in Argument from Evidence 
 Obtaining, Evaluating, and Communicating Information  

 
Students will be using the Cross Cutting Concepts or CCCs as they learn to become scientists 
using these lenses will help students deepen their understanding of the disciplinary core ideas 
in science and engineering, while developing a coherent and scientifically based view of the 
world.  

Cross Cutting Concepts:  

 Patterns 
 Cause and effect 
 Scale, proportion, and quantity 
 Systems and system models 
 Energy and matter; flows, cycles, and conservation 
 Structure and function 
 Stability and change  

 

Grade 6 - Disciplinary Core Ideas or DCI’s will focus on:  

 A cell, a person, and planet Earth are each a system made up of subsystems. 
 Weather conditions result from the interactions among different Earth subsystems. 
 Regional climates strongly influence regional plant and animal structures and behaviors. 
 Human activities can change the amount of global warming, which impacts plants and 

animals. 
 
Grade 7 - Disciplinary Core Ideas or DCI’s will focus on:  

 Living and nonliving things are made of atoms. 
 Matter cycles and energy flows in systems of all scales within the Earth system. 
 Natural processes and human activities have shaped Earth's resources and ecosystems. 
 Human activities help sustain biodiversity and ecosystem services in a changing world. 

 
Grade 8 - Disciplinary Core Ideas or DCI’s will focus on:  

 Objects move and collide. 
 Noncontact forces influence phenomena locally and in the solar system. 
 Evolution explains life's unity and diversity. 
 Human activities help sustain biodiversity and ecosystem services in a changing world.  
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Physical Education 

PE 6 
Grade Level: 6 
Prerequisites: None 

This course is designed to provide students with successful learning experiences in the 
subject area of physical education. Boys and girls will have the opportunity to participate 
together in a variety of team sports, games, and recreational activities. These activities are 
designed to develop specific skills within sports; in addition to improving, and maintaining 
physical fitness and good health. 6th grade physical education meets every other day based on 
the odds and evens schedule on the calendar. 6th grade students do not dress out for class. 
 
 
PE 7 
Grade Level: 7 
Prerequisites: None 

This course is designed to provide students with successful learning experiences in the 
subject area of physical education. Boys and girls will have the opportunity to participate 
together in a variety of team sports, games, and recreational activities. 7th grade physical 
education builds on the skills based learning of 6th grade and also implements the idea of lead-
up activities to enhance individual skills within a group setting; in addition to improving and 
maintaining physical fitness and good health. In 7th grade, students are assigned a lock and 
locker, dress out for class in the locker room, and meet every school day.  
 
 
PE 8 
Grade Level: 8 
Prerequisites: None 

This course is designed to provide students with successful learning experiences in the 
subject area of physical education. Boys and girls will have an opportunity to participate 
together in a variety of team sports, games, and recreational activities. 8th grade builds on the 
skills developed in 6th and 7th grade. In this grade level, students begin to take previously 
learned skills and put them into practice through a team and tournament setting in order to 
focus on strategy and collaboration. 8th graders will also continue improving and maintaining 
physical fitness and good health. In 8th grade, students are assigned a lock and locker, dress out 
for class in the locker room, and meet every school day.  
 

  



 

Page 8 of 15 

General Electives 

ART 7  
Grade Level 7 
Prerequisites: None 

7th Grade Art takes students through the basics of standard techniques and mediums, 
from pencil and paper, acrylic and watercolor painting, to printmaking. This art class includes 
several Art movements throughout history, from classical Roman and Byzantine through the 
Renaissance and later Modern Art movements. Students will learn how to draw, paint, work 
with paper, cardboard, and papier-mâché, and create a variety of projects in different 
mediums.  
 
 
ART 8 
Grade Level 8 
Prerequisites: None 

8th Grade Art is both a starter and a continuation for 8th Graders who wish to take Art 
for the first time, or continue on a second year. The class focuses on the basic standards for 
Visual Arts, covering drawing and painting techniques, working in a variety of mediums, 
including papier-mâché, ceramics, and photography, and covering specific periods of Art 
through directed projects on artists who have made a lasting impact on the Visual Arts.  
 
 
Advanced ART  
Grade Level 8 
Prerequisites: 1 year of Art 7, a B or higher grade for both semesters, and no N’s or U’s in 
Citizenship for both semesters. 

Advanced Art is available to 8th Graders who are looking to take a second year of Art, 
and meet certain expectations. The class covers in-depth techniques, including more advanced 
drawing and painting, ceramics, and photography projects and covering specific periods of Art 
through directed projects on artists who have made a lasting impact on the Visual Arts. 
 
 
Beginning Choir 
Grade Level: 6, 7, 8 
Prerequisites: None 

 The major emphasis of this course is on singing activities and vocal production. This 
standards-based course develops the skills necessary for ensemble singing of choral literature 
appropriately arranged for middle school voices and in reading music notation. The course also 
provides opportunities for growth in the understanding of musical elements (rhythm, melody, 
form, harmony, dynamics, expressive elements, tone color or timbre, articulation and style) as 
applied to the music performed. Students will learn in the musical organization and have 
opportunities for leadership. Participation in concert performance(s) outside of regular class 
hours is required. 
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Concert Choir: 
Grade Level: 7 - 8 
Prerequisite: 1 year of Choir 

This advanced group builds on the skills from beginning choir.  This standards based 
course continues the development of the skills necessary for ensemble singing of choral 
literature appropriately arranged for more advanced middle school voices, and in the 
intermediate reading of music notation. The course also provides opportunities for growth in 
the understanding of musical elements (advanced rhythm, melody, form, complex harmony, 
dynamics, expressive elements, tone color or timbre, articulation, and style) as applied to the 
music performed. Students will thrive and be challenged while enjoying participating in vocal 
music; work cooperatively with other students in the musical organization and have 
opportunities for leadership. Participation in concert performance(s) outside of regular class 
hours is required.  

 
Counseling Aide 
Grade Level: 8 
Prerequisites: No F’s or U’s on transcript, Counseling Office approval 

 Aides are expected to have regular and consistent attendance and confidentiality is 
required. This class is Pass/Fail; students do not receive a letter grade. 
 
 
English Language Support (ELD) 
Grade Level: 6 - 8 
Prerequisites: Appropriate scores on CELDT 

Students are concurrently enrolled in a Language Arts class. The English Language 
Support class is designed to develop the English language skills of those students whose first 
language is not English. The class emphasizes academic reading, writing, speaking, and listening 
in addition to real world experiences in spoken English. There will be two ELD Support Classes 
based on the student’s CELDT levels and students will have the opportunity to move between 
both classes as their CELDT level increases. 
 
 
Explore 6 
Grade Level: 6 
Prerequisites: None 

Our 6th Grade Elective course exposes students to a variety of enriching activities. 
Students learn the organizational skills necessary for successful transition from elementary to 
middle school, including Student Planner use and Study Skills. Students use the Brainology 
program to develop a Growth Mindset. Students learn typing and keyboarding, using Neos with 
full-size keyboards. Practice minutes are required outside of class. If time permits, Zentangle 
relaxation art and/or glass fusing art projects are included.  
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Library Aide 
Grade Level: 8 
Prerequisites: No F’s or U’s on transcript and Counseling Office approval 

 Aides are expected to have regular and consistent attendance and confidentiality is 
required. This class is Pass/Fail; students do not receive a letter grade. 
 
 
Math Support 
Grade Level: 7-8 
Prerequisites: D/F in math 

Math Support allows students to process mathematical concepts at their own pace 
while achieving success within the math curriculum through teacher-directed instruction and 
individual support. This class is Pass/Fail; students do not receive a letter grade. 
 
 
Peer Mentor 
Grade Level: 7-8 
Prerequisites: GPA 3.0 or higher, no N’s or U’s in Citizenship 

Peer Mentors work one to one, helping students in classrooms throughout the school. 
Peer Mentors receive training before being assigned to a classroom to assist other students to 
understand and complete their work. Mentors receive photo badges, sign in daily at the 
Attendance Office, turn in written updates on their progress, and meet with the teacher from 
time to time. 
 
 
Spanish I (P) 
Grade Level: 8 
Prerequisites: C or higher in English Language Arts 

In this year-long, high school aligned course, students will build a base for eventual 
mastery of Spanish. The class focus is on communication (speaking, writing, listening, and 
reading). Students learn about the rich culture (arts, music, food, geography) and other various 
communities that compose the Spanish-speaking world. Additionally, students will compare 
their own native language to Spanish by studying its technical and grammatical aspects. The 
course is designed to work in concordance with the three ESLR's (Expected School-wide 
Learning Results): Effective Communicators, Effective Problem Solver, and Effective Citizens. 

Note: This class meets 1st year Foreign Language “a-g” UC/CSU requirement, and the 
grade is posted on the high school transcript. 

 
Teacher Aide 
Grade Level: 8 
Prerequisites: No F’s or U’s on transcript, teacher approval 

 A student may request to aid for a specific teacher. Aides are expected to have regular 
attendance. Confidentiality is required. This class is Pass/Fail; students do not receive a letter 
grade. 
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Technology 
Grade Level: 7/8 
Prerequisites: None 

This is a full, year-long, PBL (problem/project based learning) class that will focus on 
digital design, interactive presentations, office applications, audio editing, 3D CAD (Computer 
Aided Drafting), introduction to programming, applied mathematics, linear and non-linear logic 
and other multimedia applications while continuing to follow the district’s technology 
objectives and the National Educational Technology Standards (N.E.T.S.). 
 
 
Technology 2 
Grade Level: 8 
Prerequisites: 1 year of Technology, a B or higher grade for both semesters, and no N’s or U’s in 
Citizenship for both semesters. 

This is a full, year-long, advanced PBL (problem/project based learning) class that picks 
up where the beginning class left off. Students will integrate a variety of tools (hardware and 
software) to explore in much greater depth the commercial and practical application of digital 
design, interactive multimedia, advanced office applications, audio editing, 3D CAD, non-linear 
logic, robotics, prototyping and much more. The focus of this class is, “Bringing Ideas to Life.” 
What this means is that the emphasis is on continuing beyond the classroom toward careers in 
the technology field. CTE (Career Technical Education) focuses on providing students with the 
academic and technical skills, knowledge and training necessary to succeed in future careers 
and to become lifelong learners. 
 
 

Band Electives 

Beginning Band 6 
Grade Level: 6 
Prerequisites: None 

This class is designed for students who are interested in starting an instrument for the 
first time. The primary focus for this class is on basic instrumental skill development and music 
reading. Students are required to complete roughly 1-2 hours per week of homework using 
Smart Music (internet program). There are several opportunities to perform for family and 
friends throughout the year. 
 
 
Concert Band 
Grade Level: 7-8 
Prerequisites: 1 year in band classes at SEMS 

In this band, we explore lots of musical literature while learning and reinforcing basic 
musical skills. This class focuses on many musical objectives, such as sight reading, scales, 
playing with dynamics staring at the basic level but progressing into reading harder and harder 
music.  There is a strong focus on scales and exercises in this class. Students are expected to 
maintain weekly homework assignments on the Smart Music internet program.   Concert Band 
performs at festivals, Disneyland, and Knott’s Berry Farm.  
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Advanced Band (Golden Eagle Band) 
Grade Level: 7-8 
Prerequisites: 1 year band experience; live audition 

Students in this class are pushed and expected to perform at a high level. Basic skills in 
note reading and rhythm should be already mastered, while this class focuses more on 
advanced musicianship. Musical objectives include sight reading, scales, playing with dynamics 
while reading harder and harder music. This class places a strong focus on scales and exercises. 
Students are expected to maintain weekly homework assignments on the Smart Music internet 
program. Golden Eagle Band performs at festivals, Disneyland, and Knott’s Berry Farm. 
 
 
Wind Ensemble 
Grade Level: 7-8 
Prerequisites: 1 year SEMS band class experience; live audition 

This class is our top performing band at SEMS. Every student in the ensemble are 
pushed and expected to perform at a high level. Student musicians must know their scales and 
be able to read challenging music. This band performs at Disneyland, Knott’s Berry Farm, and 
festivals throughout the year. A live audition is required to join Wind Symphony. 
 
 
Jazz Band 
Grade Level: 7-8 
Prerequisites: 1 year band experience; enrolled in another band class; approved by Ms. Kossler 

This class meets during Zero period, with band performances every Friday at SEMS. 
Students also participate in off-campus performances. No audition is required for this course, 
just a desire to play Jazz. 
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Application Electives 

ASB  
Grade Level: 7-8 
Prerequisites: Completed application  

ASB explores student leadership concepts and develops leadership and 
teamwork skills, including parliamentary procedure, public speaking, cultural awareness, 
and etiquette protocol. ASB student ambassadors plan, promote, carry out, and 
evaluate campus-wide activities that support SEMS students and staff. At times, 
students must work during lunch, and before- or after- school to complete event-related 
duties.  
 
 
AVID 
Grade Level: 7 - 8 
Prerequisites: Completed application 

Advancement Via Individual Determination is an elective class for students who are 
college-bound. The AVID curriculum focuses on writing, note-taking, speaking, reading, and 
collaboration. In addition, the course includes college motivational activities, provides intensive 
support with tutorials and strong student/teacher relationships, and creates a positive peer 
group for students. 
 
 
TV & MEDIA 
Semester 1: Grade 7 - 8; Semester 2: Grade 6 may join 
Prerequisites: Completed application 

This class meets during Zero period. Students participate in a year-long course if they 
are in 7th or 8th grade, or a semester-long course if they are in 6th Grade.  

Students learn how to use a variety of cameras and camcorders to film in different 
situations and using different styles, research topics and write scripts, learn how to edit their 
clips using Final Cut Pro X, and how to upload their work to various sites online like YouTube 
and Vimeo. Students will participate in the filming and broadcasting of the SEMS TV morning 
announcements, as well as covering school events and activities.  
 
 
YEARBOOK 
Grade Level: 7 - 8 
Prerequisites: Completed paper and on-line applications 

Students in this class produce the school yearbook. Emphasis is on planning and meeting 
deadlines, taking pictures, writing copy and captions, preparing page layouts. Assignments are 
made by teacher on the basis of experience, ability, and initiative. Students use web-based 
programs to produce the yearbook.  
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Special Academic Instruction 

SAI Language Arts & Reading 6 
Grade Level: 6  
Prerequisites: I.E.P. & Case Manager Approval 

This class follows the same curriculum as the Language Arts & Reading 6 class, with a 
focus on the essential standards. The class will meet students’ needs by using the Interactive 
Reading curriculum and various novel studies to expand reading and writing abilities. These 
curriculums will address reading, writing, and language skills. 
 
SAI Language Arts 7 
Grade Level: 7 
Prerequisites: I.E.P. & Case Manager Approval 

This class follows the same curriculum as the Language Arts 7 class, with a focus on the 
essential standards. The class will meet students’ needs by using the Interactive Reading 
curriculum and various novel studies to expand reading and writing abilities. These curriculums 
will address reading, writing, and language skills. 
 
SAI Language Arts 8 
Grade Level: 8 
Prerequisites: I.E.P. & Case Manager Approval  

This class follows the same curriculum as the Language Arts 8 class, with a focus on the 
essential standards. The class will meet students’ needs by using the Interactive Reading 
curriculum and various novel studies to expand reading and writing abilities. These curriculums 
will address reading, writing, and language skills. 
 
 
SAI Math 6 
Grade Level: 6 
Prerequisites: I.E.P. & Case Manager Approval 

This class follows the same curriculum as the Common Core Math 6 class, with a focus 
on the essential standards.   
 
SAI Math 7 
Grade Level: 7 
Prerequisites: I.E.P. & Case Manager Approval 

This class follows the same curriculum as the Common Core Math 7 class, with a focus 
on the essential standards.   
 
SAI Math 8 

Grade Level: 8 
Prerequisites: I.E.P. & Case Manager Approval 

This class follows the same curriculum as the Intermediate Algebra/Geometry class, with 
a focus on the essential standards.  
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SAI Reading Elective 
Grade Level: 6 - 8 
Prerequisites: I.E.P. & Case Manager Approval 

This support class is a Tier 3 Reading Intervention Program designed to help struggling 
readers. This program includes a decoding strand that teaches fluency, structure, vocabulary 
and concepts found in “book language” as well as a comprehension strand that teaches 
students to write, think and speak about the text. Students are assessed and placed into groups 
based on their appropriate skill level.  

 

SAI Study Skills Elective 
Grade Level: 6 - 8 
Prerequisites: I.EP. & Case Manager Approval 

The primary focus of this class is Academic Support by helping with organization, 
keeping a planner, independent work, setting goals, test-taking strategies, and celebration of 
success. Students will also have time to complete work from other classes under the 
supervision of a teacher. This class is Pass/Fail; students do not receive a letter grade. 

 

Functional Skills 
Grade Level: 6 - 8 
Prerequisites: I.E.P. & Case Manager Approval 

 This program focuses on life/functional skills that are necessary to participate in 
everyday life with goals for maximum independence. The skills taught can be applied to 
developing communication skills, fostering independent living, developing employment 
opportunities and work responsibilities, while teaching students to make independent choices. 
Students continue to progress in basic academic areas at their level while also being taught 
skills for the domestic, community, vocational, and recreational domains. This class is Pass/Fail; 
students do not receive a letter grade. 

 

Severely Handicapped 
Grade Level: 6 - 8 
Prerequisites: I.E.P. & Case Manager Approval 

 This specialized program focuses on functional academic skills, self-help and 
independent living skills, social and emotional development skills, vocational skills, motor skills 
and communication skills. Students in this classroom participate in a wide variety of content 
areas; individualized to support their abilities and needs. This class is Pass/Fail; students do not 
receive a letter grade. 

Students without disabilities may choose this course as a Peer Mentor or TA, with 
teacher approval.  

 

Adaptive Physical Education 
Grade Level: 6 - 8   
Prerequisites: I.E.P. & Case Manager Approval 

This class focuses on specific physical education skill development designed for the 
individual student. This class is Pass/Fail; students do not receive a letter grade. 


